
 
 

         UNIVERSITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
        Fifth Week of Lent | March 21, 2021| 10:30 a.m.  

            Pastor - Reverend Michelle Mejia 

 
        Order of Worship – Online Service 

           WE GATHER FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE 

Gathering Music              To a Wild Rose                            MacDowell 
   
Welcome Message                                Pastor Michelle 

Call to Worship                                   

    Every week is a new week,  
    Another chance to say: 
   “Here I am. Use me.”  
 

Every day is a new day, 
Another chance to say: 

“Thank you for yesterday. Thank you for tomorrow.”  
 
Every hour is a new hour,  
Another chance to say, 

“Again and again, make me new.”  
 
We do not come to this place to stay the same. 
We come to this place to be changed.:  
So let us worship holy God, 
Who created yesterday, will create tomorrow,  
And even now is creating something new.  
Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 



 
 
 
 

   
Hymn of Praise                                    Breathe on Me Breath of God        UMH #420 

2. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Until my heart is pure, 
Until with Thee I will one will, 
To do and to endure. 
 

3. Breathe on me, breath of God, 
Till I am wholly thine, 
Until this earthly part of me 
Glows with thy fire divine.     

The Lord’s Prayer  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
    Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power, 
                  and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
Prayer for Illumination                                               

                   We would make room for you, dear Lord:  
      room in our minds and hearts;  
                   room also in our life together.  
     Let your word be born in us anew   
                   so that, by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
     your splendor shines in us and through us.  
     In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Scripture         John 12:20-33	                                                          NRSV  

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who 
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; 
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man 
to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life 
in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason 
that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified 
it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, 
“An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is 
the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

                    This is the Word of God for the People of God.   All:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon                                                           Pastor Michelle 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, 
We want to see you. 
We want to be known as the people who looked for Jesus; 
But not only that, we want to be people who have your covenant written on our hearts. 

We want to be the community, the fruit, that Jesus' death brought to life.                                
The community in which salvation, healing, abundant life, and love resides.  

We confess that sometimes we are so far from being this community. 

Help us see you. Help us be your fruit. Write your covenant of love on our hearts.  

We would be so grateful. Amen. 

 

Unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just 
a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit.  John 12:24 



 

 

Words of Forgiveness            

Friends, despite our wonderings,                                                                                    
Despite our distractions, 
Despite wrong turns time and time again,                                                                                            
We are known and loved by God. 

Like a lighthouse keeper by the sea, 
God will never stop waving us home. 
So hear and believe the good news of the gospel: 

Our fragile bones are held by the Great Creator.                                                                                   
Our fragile hearts are loved by the Great Creator.                                                                                  
Our tender spirits are forgiven by the Great Creator. 

Today is a new day. 

Again and again, we are forgiven;                                                                                                     
Again and again, we are reformed.                                                                                                 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

Invitation to Offering 

  Giving of Our Gifts       *If you haven’t already done so, we hope you’ll share your gifts.  
 

Music Ministry                                    Missing Jesus                                 Robert Lau
                              Aldersgate Choir 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith  We believe that flowers need the rain. 
We believe that humans need community. 
We believe that bodies need rest. 
We believe that hearts need connection. 
We believe that mornings need sunrise. 
We believe that seasons need change. 
We believe that grief needs space. 
We believe that change needs time. 
We believe that love needs security. 
We believe that pain needs art. 
We believe that joy needs company. 
We believe that our spirits need God. 
Again and again, our spirits need God.  

                                                    Fortunately for us, we trust that God is here. 
God is at work in our lives. 
God is a lighthouse keeper that never gives up.  

 Thanks be to God. 
Amen.  

 

 



 

 
Hymn  of Service               Change My Heart, O God                  TFWS #2152 

Change my heart, O God,  
Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God, 
May I be like you. 
 
You are the Potter, 
I am the clay.  
Mold me and make me,  
This is what I pray.  
Change my heart, O God, 
Make it ever true.  
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 
       
You are the Potter, 
I am the clay.  
Mold me and make me,  
This is what I pray.  
Change my heart, O God, 
Make it ever true.  
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you; may I be like you. 

 
Opportunities for Connection and Service 
  
Benediction          
       
Postlude                                          I Will Trust in the Lord         UMH #464
                     

*To share your offering, you may use this link: https://www.uumcp.org/electronic-giving 
Another option is to mail your offering to the church office: 

3621 Campus Drive | College Park, MD   20740 

Liturgy: Adapted from Liturgy	by	Rev.	Sarah	Are	|	A	Sanctified	Art	LLC	|	sanctifiedart.org.	Flowers	provided	by	
David	and	Frances	Notley.	Flowers	arranged	by	Marie	Venero.		 

 
 

Yet, you, Lord, are our father.  We are the 
clay, you are the potter; we are all the 
work of your hand.  Isaiah 64:8 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
11For behold, the winter is past; 
      the rain is over and gone. 
12 The flowers appear on the earth, 
      the time of singing has come, 
   and the voice of the turtledove 
      is heard in our land.   

               Song of Solomon 2:11-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SIGN OF HOPE 



 
 
 
 
                                 

 

	

 

again & again, we are reformed 

Written on Our Hearts  

by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman 
Inspired by Jeremiah 31:31-34 | Digital drawing  

The events of 2020 have made me keenly aware of the brokenness of humanity. We can’t seem to see past 
ourselves, neglecting our neighbor and undoing creation. We repeat past patterns, and the low moments of 
history keep echoing again and again. We point fingers, shrug responsibility, and we turn our back on God, 
widening the chasm between this world and the coming Kin-dom. God’s frustration and disappointment are 
palpable in this text: “a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband” (v.32). I think it’s important to 
sit with that for a bit. God has gifted us everything—our lives, this wonderful world—and we can be so forgetful 
and ungrateful.  

Despite humanity’s constant breaking of covenants, God continues to seek reconciliation and pours out grace 
upon grace. Why not let this grace transform us? It is in receiving God’s grace, responding in gratitude, and 
offering grace to others that God forms us into who we were made to be. God saves us from ourselves, writing 
the way on our hearts, and gives us unlimited chances to get it right. It’s clear we can’t keep the covenant on 
our own, so God steps in, offering and fulfilling the covenant at once. What a gift!  

In this image, I drew an anatomical heart with the words, “I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 
The heart is surrounded by covenantal imagery—including the stars imaging the vastness of Abraham’s 
descendants, the parted seas on the journey to the land flowing with milk and honey, and the rainbow signaling 
God’s promise to all of creation. It creates a beautiful kaleidoscope of stories that define our pilgrimage with 
God. The common thread throughout these narratives is that when we mess up, God is ready with a promise, 
again and again.  

—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman  

 

     Artists’ Statements 



	

 

 

again & again, we are reformed  

Drawn to Love  

by Hannah Garrity 
Inspired by John 12:20-33 | Paper lace  

I love borders. I place them in my 
artwork so that I can break them. 
They set up a reiteration of 
balance; they allow for a secondary 
or tertiary focal point. They 
introduce a conversation. In this 
image, the border allows for 
variation in the foreground and 
separation in the sky. The wheat 
breaks through the border. The 
horizon continues past the border. 
What are the metaphors within this 
imagery?  

People are drawn to Jesus, drawn 
to love. I portray God’s voice with 
cumulonimbus clouds, the clouds of 
thunderstorms. As they move 
upward toward the heavens, they 
become wheat and doves. 
The image incorporates a border 
representing the loving constraints 
that Jesus’ ministry places on our 
lives and choices. What would Jesus 
do? Jesus would love.  

The wheat grows beyond the border of life; the wheat brings forth a standard of daring love. “Those who love 
their life lose it” (John 12:25). The wheat breaks the border, it dances with the voice of God, it is not cautious, it 
is not scarce. It is love.  

—Hannah Garrity  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

              Announcements for March 21, 2021 
 
HOLY WEEK/EASTER SCHEDULE  

§ Palm Sunday – Prerecorded service; Facebook 10:30 a.m.  
§ Maundy Thursday – Zoom meal and service 
§ Good Friday – Prerecorded service 
§ Easter Sunday – Prerecorded service.  Also, in-person worship on church lawn at 10:30 a.m. 
§ Sunday after Easter – Prerecorded cantata presented by our Aldersgate Choir 

 
CAN YOU HELP?  How wonderful it will be to gather on our church lawn for Easter worship!  We are 
excited about seeing each other in person.  Before then, gumballs on our church yard need to be 
raked up so that people may safely walk on the grass.  If you have a few minutes to an hour, you could 
get your daily exercise AND help our church family by coming by the church any day – at your 
convenience – to rake up some gumballs.  We have a rake and wheelbarrow, for bringing them to the 
woods at the back of our lot, or you are welcome to take them home!  (See Did You Know…)   
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL   Join our Sunday School class (via Zoom) for a discussion of scriptures and 
sermon, sharing of insights, and time of fellowship.  We meet Sundays at 11:15 after our online  
pre-recorded worship services.  
 
WEDNESDAY PRAYERS   Join Pastor Michelle and members of your church family in a time of sharing 
prayers on Wednesdays at noon, via a Zoom call.  You will receive log in information that morning. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gumballs are hard to walk on, but can be useful to you: 

              ( from http://futurefarming.org/never-knew-sweetgum-balls) 

1. Lay the seed pods around young plants to deter snails and slugs who would 
rather not tangle with them 
 
2. Put them around plants that you also want to protect from rabbits (press the 
spikes in the ground a bit so they don’t blow away) 
 
3. Use them as mulch (you can’t have too much mulch!) 
 
4. Throw them in your compost for some much needed brown material. However, 
they will take a long time to compost 
 
5. Use them in the bottom of planters as the drainage filler instead of stones 
 
6. If you have hard, compacted soil that you are trying to amend, dig deep and 
place a thick layer of the seed pods down to help aerate and drain–cover back up 
with soil and other amendments   
          

Titi’s childcare job is ending.  She has many different skills sets, so if you know of any job opening, let 
the church office know or email Titi.  
 
A trombone doctoral student is using our space to record his performance of pieces so that he may 
graduate in May. 
 
You may send tidbits of information to the church office to be included on this page in future 
bulletins. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 

University United Methodist Church      
3621 Campus Drive, College Park, MD 20740 

301-422-1400 
www.uumcp.org 

office@uumcp.org 
Facebook.com/uumcp 

Twitter: @UUMCCollegePark                                                                                     
Instagram: uumc_collegeparkUUMC 

Prayer Requests: prayers@uumcp.org 
Michelle Mejia, Pastor: revmichelle@uumcp.org 

 


