
          
 

         UNIVERSITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
        April 25, 2021 | 10:30 a.m.  

            Pastor - Reverend Michelle Mejia 

 
            Order of Worship – Online Service   

                                         WE GATHER FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE  

 
     Gathering Music                    Touch the Earth Lightly                                 Lim/ Murray         

                         
   Welcome  

 
     Call to Worship (Prayer of Stewardship by Catholic Relief Services) 
 

God of all Creation, 
At the beginning of time 
You placed a single mandate on humankind 
To be stewards of Creation 
To replenish and nurture all generations 
What you have made 
We kneel today amid that same Creation- 
A world that is, in many ways, more splendid than ever 
But, in too many ways, scarred beyond recognition 
Turn us from our unmindfulness 
Help our touch be light 
Help us renew the worlds that supports us 
So we may once more know Creation 
As it was in the beginning 
Amen 

 
 

By He Qi 

He lives! 



 
 
 
         Hymn of Praise                                            For the Beauty of the Earth                                                UMH #92
      

1. For the beauty of the earth, 
For the beauty of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies, 
Refrain: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 
5. For thy church, that evermore 
Lifteth holy hands above, 
Offering upon every shore  
her pure sacrifice of love; 
Refrain: 
 
6. For thyself, best Gift Divine,  
to the world so freely given,  
for that great, great love of thine,  
peace on earth, and joy in heaven. 
Refrain: 
 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  

        
Lord’s Prayer    (Special version from the New Zealand Prayer Book) 

Eternal Spirit 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
source of all that is and that shall be,Father and Mother of us all. 
Loving God, in whom is heaven. 
The hallowing of your name echoes through 
the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 



 
 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
You are the living God who sustains all life in continually unfolding ways. And now 
may we open our ears to your continually unfolding Word. You speak to us in new 
and vital and imperative ways. With all the power you have given us, let us be 
silent and open to listening . . . for nourishment, comfort, for challenge and new 
focus. Amen. 

    
Scripture Reading                                                  NRSV   

1 In the beginning, God created everything: the heavens above and the earth below. Here’s what happened: 2 At 
first the earth lacked shape and was totally empty, and a dark fog draped over the deep while God’s spirit-wind 
hovered over the surface of the empty waters. Then there was the voice of God. 

God: 3 Let there be light. 

And light flashed into being. 4 God saw that the light was beautiful and good, and He separated the light from 
the darkness. 5 God named the light “day” and the darkness “night.” Evening gave way to morning. That was 
day one. 

God: 6 Let there be a vast expanse in the middle of the waters. Let the waters above part from the 
waters below. 

7 So God parted the waters and formed this expanse, separating the waters above from the waters below. It 
happened just as God said. 8 And God called the vast expanse “sky.” Evening gave way to morning. That was 
day two. 

God: 9 Let the waters below the heavens be collected into one place and congregate into one vast sea, so that 
dry land may appear. 

 

It happened just as God said. 10 God called the dry land “earth” and the waters congregated below “seas.” And 
God saw that His new creation was beautiful and good. 

God: 11 Earth, sprout green vegetation! Grow all varieties of seed-bearing plants and all sorts of fruit-bearing 
trees. 

 

 



 

 

It happened just as God said. 12 The earth produced vegetation—seed-bearing plants of all varieties and fruit-
bearing trees of all sorts. And God saw that His new creation was beautiful and good. 13 Evening gave way to 
morning. That was day three. 

God: 14-15 Lights, come out! Shine in the vast expanse of heavens’ sky dividing day from night to mark the 
seasons, days, and years. Lights, warm the earth with your light. 

It happened just as God said. 16 God fashioned the two great lights—the brighter to mark the course of day, the 
dimmer to mark the course of night—and the Divine needled night with the stars. 17 God set them in 
heavens’ sky to cast warm light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and night, and to divide the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that His new creation was beautiful and good. 19 Evening gave way to morning. That was 
day four. 

God: 20 Waters, swarm with fish and sea creatures. Let birds soar high above the earth in the broad expanse of 
sky. 

21 So God created huge sea creatures, all the swarm of life in the waters, and every kind and species of flying 
birds—each able to reproduce its own kind. And God saw that His new creation was beautiful and good. 22 And 
God spoke this blessing over them: 

God: Be fruitful and multiply. Let creatures fill the seas. Let birds reproduce and cover the earth. 

23 Evening gave way to morning. That was day five. 

God: 24 Earth, generate life! Produce a vast variety of living creatures—domesticated animals, small creeping 
creatures, and wild animals that roam the earth. 

It happened just as God said. 25 God made earth-creatures in a vast variety of species: wild animals, 
domesticated animals of all sizes, and small creeping creatures, each able to reproduce its own kind. God saw 
that His new creation was beautiful and good. And God paused. 

 

 



 

 

God: 26 Now let Us conceive a new creation—humanity—made in Our image, fashioned according to Our 
likeness. And let Us grant them authority over all the earth—the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, the 
domesticated animals and the small creeping creatures on the earth. 

27 So God did just that. He created humanity in His image, created them male and female. 28 Then God blessed 
them and gave them this directive: “Be fruitful and multiply. Populate the earth. I make you trustees of My 
estate, so care for My creation and rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that 
roams across the earth.” 

God (to humanity): 29 Look! I have given you every seed-bearing plant that grows on the earth and every fruit-
bearing tree. They will be your food and nourishment. 30 As for all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, and 
every small creeping creature—everything that breathes the breath of life—I have given them every green 
plant for food. 

And it happened just as God said. 31 Then God surveyed everything He had made, savoring its beauty and 
appreciating its goodness. Evening gave way to morning. That was day six. 

 
                   Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God.   All:  Thanks be to God.  

Sermon                                                                     Rev. Michelle Mejia  
 

Prayer 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Invitation to Giving  

 
     Offertory                     Come My Way            Vaughan Williams  

      John Gauthier – voice ;  Dana Scott - piano 
                   

  Doxology                            UMH #95 
 

  Hymn                                                             Now Thank We All Our God                                                      UMH #102  
   

Now thank we all our God,  
with heart and hands and voices,  
who wondrous things has done,  
in whom this world rejoices;  
who from our mothers’ arms  
has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love,  
and still is ours today. 
 
All praise and thanks to God  
the Father now be given;  
the Son, and him who reigns  
with them in highest heaven;  
the one eternal God,  
whom earth and heaven adore;  
for thus it was, is now,  
and shall be evermore. 

            
                                               

                



 
 

  
  Opportunities for Connection and Service    
  

Benediction      
 
Postlude                         He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands        
  

*To share your offering, you may use this link: https://www.uumcp.org/electronic-giving 
Another option is to mail your offering to the church office: 

3621 Campus Drive | College Park, MD   20740 
 

 

Flowers provided by Frances and David Notley. Flowers arranged by Marie Venero;  
Bulletin photos by Alice La Russo;  worship video photos by Dan LaRusso 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University United Methodist Church      
3621 Campus Drive, College Park, MD 20740 

301-422-1400 
www.uumcp.org 

office@uumcp.org 
Facebook.com/uumcp 

Twitter: @UUMCCollegePark                                                                                     
Instagram: uumc_collegeparkUUMC 

Prayer Requests: prayers@uumcp.org 
Michelle Mejia, Pastor: revmichelle@uumcp.org 

 



 

  

 

 

 
       Easy Ways to Help Our Earth 

    (from https://blog.constellation.com/2017/04/13/22-earth-day-activities/) 

1. Analyze your personal impact on the planet. As you start to consider Earth Day activities for 
work or at home, start by taking a long, hard look at your current energy usage. There may be 
some simple ways that you can create a more sustainable lifestyle. 

2. Be an advocate. Write letters to local politicians to voice your support for environmental 
causes. Sign online and offline petitions that support the environmental needs of your local 
community and the world as a whole. 

3. Lend a hand to a local eco-friendly charity. Volunteer your time to help support local efforts 
to protect the environment. They may need people to staff tables at events, manual labor 
during planned Earth Day activities, or other support. 

4. Sign up for a class. There are lots of local Earth Day activities for adults that feature classes on 
recycling, gardening, composting, and more. Check with local environmental organizations to 
see what is available in your area. 

5. Plant a tree. While this seems one of the simplest Earth Day project ideas, the act of planting a 
tree has so many benefits. You’re creating a new habitat for wildlife, helping to clean the air, 
and replacing resources that have been used. 

6. Start a garden. Gardening has lots of benefits that help to give back to the earth. Adding 
gardening to Earth Day activities for adults will help you to clean the air, eat sustainably, and 
even help reduce erosion. 

7. Have a dinner party. Invite your friends over and serve local, organic foods for a delicious, 
nutritious meal that features sustainable, healthy options while you chat about Earth Day 
activities. For work, you can have a potluck lunch, with the rule that everyone’s dish must be 
farm-to-table food. 

8. Join a cleanup. There are lots of Earth Day activities that involve cleaning up parks, beaches, 
river and stream banks, and more. 

9. Go on a hike. Spend some time simply getting outdoors and remembering why it’s so 
important to celebrate Earth Day and protect our world. 

10. Donate art or craft projects. Create Earth Day-inspired arts and crafts, then donate your 
efforts to local events to help raise funds for eco-conscious activities. 

 

SIGNS OF HOPE 



 

 

11. Clean out a closet. Everyone has some usable items lying around that have been forgotten. 
Clean out a closet and donate gently used things to local charities to give them new life. 

12. Go dark for a day. Commit to unplugging from electronics and all non-essential appliances and 
devices for a day. Get back to basics and participate in some Earth Day activities that are 
completely environmentally friendly. 

13. Change your light bulbs. While changing a light bulb doesn’t sound like one of the most 
exciting Earth Day activities for adults, switching to CFL or LED lighting options can have a great 
impact on energy use. 

14. Patronize local sustainable businesses. Support the businesses who are supporting our earth. 
Research the environmental practices of local companies, and spread the word in your 
community about the ones which truly give back to the environment. 

15. Develop a company initiative. While one day of Earth Day activities for work is a start, think a 
little bigger. Create a recycling program, look for opportunities to reduce power consumption, 
or come up with other ways that can reduce your company’s carbon footprint all year long. 

16. Build a home or work recycling center. Organize your garbage disposal area to easily sort 
recycling as one of your Earth Day activities. For work, get permission to purchase the supplies 
needed to create a recycling station, and encourage coworkers to participate. 

17. Find a festival. Many communities host Earth Day festivals and activities. These events can be 
a great source of fun — plus give you lots of wonderful Earth Day project ideas. 

18. Educate yourself. Read a book, subscribe to a blog, watch a documentary, or attend a seminar 
that will help to educate you on environmental issues on which you aren’t up to speed. 

19. Go solar. Though converting your entire home to solar power might not be an affordable 
endeavor, changing outdoor lighting to solar options or purchasing a solar charger for your 
phone or other handheld electronics can make a small dent in your energy consumption. 

20. Organize a carpool. Carpooling is one of the best Earth Day activities. For work, errands, 
shopping trips and more, choosing to ride with a friend to reduce vehicle emissions and fuel 
consumption has benefits that add up quickly. 

21. Cut back on plastic. Walk around your home and see what kind of disposable plastics you are 
using and where they can be replaced with reusable options, then go out and purchase 
reusable water bottles, grocery bags and other containers while recycling the more wasteful 
options. 

22. Challenge your friends. Do your part to get your friends involved in Earth Day activities by 
issuing a challenge. Extend it for weeks, months and even through the year to see who can 
accomplish the most to give back to the planet. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                 Announcements for April 25, 2021 
 

SACRED GROUND  Inspired by Earth Day, Pastor Michelle begins a three week sermon series today 
entitled Sacred Ground, which will  reflect on our role and relationship with our planet. Come join us! 

§ Apr 25 Steward 
§ May 2 Sabbath 
§ May 9 Salvage 

 
OUTDOOR  COMMUNION SERVICE  We hope that you will be able to join us next week, Sunday May 
2 at 10:30 a.m., for our worship service on the church lawn.  Please plan on bringing your lawn chair, if 
possible, and wearing a mask.  More information will be sent to you this week via email.   
 
WEDNESDAY PRAYERS   Join Pastor Michelle and members of your church family in a time of sharing 
prayers on Wednesdays at noon, via a Zoom call.  You will receive log in information that morning. 
 
THE UPPER ROOM  The  May-June issue has arrived in the church office. If you would like a copy, 
please email the church office, stop by during the week between 9-2 to get one, or pick one up at our 
outdoor service on May 2. 
 
CHURCH OFFICE  We will be open Wednesday through Friday this week. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel La Russo shares this:  I have a friend named Beth who lives in Kenya. We met through a mutual 
friend when my husband and I visited Nairobi in 2017.  
 
Beth has cerebral palsy and has faced discrimination in Kenya her whole life due to her disability. As a 
developing country, there are no government programs in Kenya for people like her. On the contrary, 
people with disabilities are stigmatized and have limited life opportunities. Yet rather than be 
defeated by this situation, Beth started her own non-profit to help other disabled people in her 
country (funded by the US Embassy in Nairobi) and has even written a children's book to promote 
awareness of cerebral palsy and disabilities in general. (My mother was the editor!) 
 
Despite these accomplishments, Beth continues to experience setback after setback in terms of career 
and educational opportunities due to her disability. However, Beth has finally received her first-ever 
acceptance letter to a master's program! The only problem is that it's in the UK, and she has to pay a 
deposit by June or she will not be able to join the program. You can read more about her story here: 
 
https://gogetfunding.com/support-beth-to-get-a-masters-
degree/?fbclid=IwAR2OJh2ww2J2dEowLsyizozPkdDNf4rc4xrFVdD4giBqCBUHw_VHd8JD2W0 
 
If you would like the active link, please email the church office. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

  Earth Day Recipes 
 

 

Earth Day Garden Toppers 
Makes 6 servings 
4 topped crackers each. 
Ingredients 

o 3 Tbsp. ranch dressing 
o 24 RITZ Crackers 
o 24 small broccoli florets, blanched 
o 2 slices cooked bacon, finely chopped 
o 1 Tbsp. finely chopped green onions 

Preparation 

• Spoon  dressing onto crackers. 
• Place  1 broccoli floret on center of each cracker to 

resemble a tree. 
• Add  remaining ingredients at bases of trees for the 

dirt and grass 

 
                    From: https://www.snackworks.com/recipe/earth-day-garden-toppers-194204.aspx 
 
 



 
 

 
 

D I R T  C A K E  
 
I N G R E D I E N T S  

serves a crowd 

• 2, 3.4oz packages vanilla instant pudding 
• 3-1/2 cups cold skim milk 
• 12oz Cool Whip 
• 8oz cream cheese, softened 
• 1/4 cup butter, softened 
• 1 cup powdered sugar 
• 15.5oz package Oreos 
• Gummy worms, fake flowers (optional) 

D I R E C T I O N S  
1. Combine instant pudding and skim milk in a large bowl. Whisk for 5 minutes, or until pudding 

is soft set. Fold in cool whip then set aside. 

2. In a separate bowl, stir together cream cheese, butter, and powdered sugar until smooth. Add to 
pudding mixture then stir to combine. 

3. In a food processor or blender, process Oreos to fine crumbs. Spoon 1-1/2 cups cookie crumbs 
into the bottom of a large bowl. Top with 1/2 the pudding mixture followed by 1-1/2 cups 
cookie crumbs, the remaining pudding mixture, and then the remaining cookie crumbs. Chill for 
at least 1 hour then top with gummy worms and/or fake flowers before serving. 


