
 
     
 

            UNIVERSITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
        December 6, 2020 | 10:30 a.m.  

Pastor - Reverend Michelle Mejia 

 
 Order of Worship - Streaming Service  

WE GATHER FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE  

 Gathering Music                       The Holly and the Ivy   
             The Mela Ringers 
Welcome Message                

 
  Lighting of the Advent Candles 

 
Call to Worship             Christmas Comes Anyway -  

In the hard times, 
In the less than perfect times, 
In the grief-stricken times, 
In the bewildering times, 
In the despairing times, 
In the messy times, 
In times of fear and failure, 
Christmas comes anyway. 
  
As we look toward the dawn, 
And the advent of Christ, 
We see: 
Hope breaking through 
Peace making a way 
Joy sharing its abundance  
Love living through our hearts 
And we know and remember 
Christmas comes anyway. 
  
May we join with all creation  
In the longing for Christ’s coming anew.  
Amen. 

 



 
 
 
 
  Hymn of Praise                                            People, Look East                                                  UMH #202 
                                             

Verse 1 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the guest, is on the way. 
 
 
    Verse 3 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Star, is on the way. 

 
 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer               
 
 
 
 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination                             
                God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the soul.  
   Pour out on us the spirit of wisdom and understanding  
   that our hearts and minds may be opened. Amen. 
 

 
 

Scripture     Luke 1:5-25                                                                  NRSV  

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of 
Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were righteous before 
God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no 
children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 

8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9 he was chosen by lot, according 
to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the 
incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11 Then there appeared to him an 
angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; 
and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been 
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, 
and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or 
strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the people of 
Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord.” 18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife 
is getting on in years.” 19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent 
to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 But now, because you did not believe my words, which will 
be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” 

21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. 22 When he 
did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept 
motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 23 When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 

24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She said, 25 “This 
is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured 
among my people.” 

                Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God.   All:  Thanks be to God.   

 
 



 
 

 
Sermon                                              Rev. Michelle Mejia 
 
Prayer            

 
 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 
  Giving of our Gifts        *If you haven’t already done so, we hope you’ll share your gifts.            
         
Music Ministry                          O Come, O Come Emmanuel   
       Millicent Scarlett 
  

         Doxology                                                                            UMH #94 
 

                 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 
Hymn of Service                                           Tell Out, My Soul                                                        UMH #200 

                                                   
             Verse 1 

 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of God’s Word; 
In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Verse 4 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of God’s Word! 
Firm is the promise, and God’s mercy sure. 
Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children’s children and forevermore! 

     Passing of the Peace               
                       
Blessing 
 
Postlude                                                                                                                                          Traditional Carol 
                                                                            

 
*To share your offering, you may use this link: https://www.uumcp.org/electronic-giving 

Another option is to mail your offering to the church office: 
3621 Campus Drive | College Park, MD   20740 

 
 
Opening prayer written by Michelle Mejia. Biblical pictures by freebibleimages.com.  Flower picture by David 
Notley. Worship flowers donated by Frances and David Notley; arrangement created by Marie Venero. 
 

      

 

 

 



 

 

     

              

 

 
Last Sunday, the first Sunday of Advent, several members of our 
church family gathered on Zoom to celebrate the lighting of the 
first candle on the Advent wreath. Pastor Michelle facilitated 
the lighting, and several participants shared readings based on 
scripture and the poetry of Maya Angelou.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sign of Hope 
 



 
 

 
Announcements – December 6, 2020 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING   At 4:30 each Sunday in Advent, you may join your church family in 
lighting your Advent wreath. Pastor Michelle will lead us in a short service via Zoom.  If you did not 
pick up an Advent Wreath Kit but would like one, please contact the church office.   
 
COMMUNION AND CHRISTMAS GIFT  Due to rising numbers of community members with COVID, we 
will not be able to meet in person for worship during the Advent season. However, you are invited to 
receive communion elements and a handmade Christmas gift by “driving by” next Sunday,  
December 13 between 12:30 – 1:30.  Pastor Michelle will safely share these things with you as you 
drive through our church parking lot. Please put this on your calendar! 
 
GIVING   A snail mail letter from the office arrived at your home recently. It concerns your faithful 
giving of gifts to support our church, as well as plans for 2021.  Please use the enclosed self-addressed 
envelope to return the “Together for Joy” Pledge Card. 
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL   Join our Sunday School class (via Zoom) for a discussion of scriptures, 
sharing of insights, and time of fellowship.  We meet Sundays at 11:15 after our worship service. 
Details are in the email blast from this week. 
 
WEDNESDAY PRAYERS   Join Pastor Michelle and members of your church family in a time of sharing 
prayers on Wednesdays at noon, via a Zoom call.  You will receive log in information that morning. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR HELPING OTHERS   There are many groups looking for financial help, especially 
during COVID, and particularly during this holiday season.  The following are listed for your 
consideration:  
 
Generation Hope – A local group which “serves 100 young parents in college each year, provides early 
childhood programming to ensure their scholars’ little ones are ready to thrive in kindergarten, and 
advocates for the nearly 4 million parenting college students across the country”.  During non-COVID 
times, one group from Generation Hope meets in our church building once a month.            
https://bit.ly/gh-donate 
 
Methodist Federation for Social Action – This group “works to examine, repent, and create new 
practices” that create social justice for all.  Their work is not funded by the United Methodist Church’s 
giving channels, but rather through direct giving.   mfsaweb.org  
 
The World Vision Fund – “They affirm people responding to God’s call to care for the poor by 
providing information, inspiration, and opportunities for action, linking them with children and 
families in nearly 100 countries where World Vision ministers.”  myworldvision.org/give  
 
Gift of Warmth – Washington Gas accepts monetary gifts that will pay the gas bill for a friend, 
neighbor, or family member.  www.washingtongas.com/giftofwarmth 
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