
          
 

         UNIVERSITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
          Easter Sunday | April 4, 2021 | 10:30 a.m.  

            Pastor - Reverend Michelle Mejia 

 
            Order of Worship – Online Service   

                                         WE GATHER FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE  

 
 Gathering Music                   Morning Has Broken                           UMH #145 

             Julie Ponting - Oboe, Alice La Russo- guitar            
  

   
   Welcome  

 
 Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 
 Hymn of Praise                                      

                                                                                 When Morning Gilds the Sky                                                         UMH #185
      

When morning gilds the skies, 
My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Alike at work and prayer, 
To Jesus I repair; 
May Jesus Christ be praised!   
 
 
 

He lives! 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 



 
 
 
 
Let all the earth around 
ring joyous with the sound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
In heaven’s eternal bliss  
The loveliest strain is this: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

  
 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  

Prayer for Illumination                
There are a million ways that you speak to us, 
God of the garden and God of the empty tomb.  
 
You speak to us in rituals, both formal and organic—  
In drops of water on foreheads, 
In vows said at the altar, 
Through pieces of bread dipped in ordinary wine,  
And through shared candlelight on Christmas Eve.  
 
You speak to us in nature— 
Your artistry showing up in starry nights, In the smell of pine, 
In rushing water and in most every sunrise.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
You speak to us through our relationships— 
The comfort of a loved one, 
The laughter of our friends, 
The security of those who support us and cheer us on.  
You speak to us in so many ways, and we are grateful for them all.  
 
Speak to us again today, 
Through this familiar and powerful story, 
That caused the women both fear and amazement.  
Breathe life into these sacred texts once more, 
For we long for a word from you. 
With hearts full of gratitude, we pray, amen.  
 

                
Scripture Reading                               Mark 16:1-8                   NRSV   
 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so 
that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 
went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the 
entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 
been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the 
right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
          
     Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God.   All:  Thanks be to God.  

 



 

 

Sermon                                                                     Rev. Michelle Mejia  
 

  Affirmation of Faith  
We know the fear of the upper room. 
We know the feeling of hard days and long nights.  
We know the grief of the tomb, 
And the particular ache of saying goodbye. 
We know the pain of Good Friday, 
And we know the darkness before dawn. 
And still, 
And still, 
We believe. 
We believe that again and again, 
The sun will rise. 
Again and again, 
God will draw near. 
Again and again, 
We will march toward justice.  
 
Again and again, 
The tomb will be empty. 
Again and again, 
Love will win. 
Again and again, 
God will lead the church. 
Again and again, 
And again and again, 
We will be loved. 
The journey will not be perfect.  
We will need to rise before dawn.  
We will need angels along the way.  
But again and again, 
The sun will rise. 
We believe. Amen.  

 
 
 



 
 
 

Invitation to Giving  
 
Offertory                 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done        UMH #306 
              Beth Ann Zinkievich - Organ 

               

 
 Hymn                                                             Christ the Lord Is Risen Today                                                    UMH #302 
            

                                             Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply, Alleluia! 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once He died our souls to save, Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia! 
Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! 
Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia! 

  Special Music              Hallelujah Chorus                                    Handel  
   Sung by the Aldersgate Choir                                      

   
    Benediction      

 
      

  
*To share your offering, you may use this link: https://www.uumcp.org/electronic-giving 

Another option is to mail your offering to the church office:  
                                               3621 Campus Drive | College Park, MD   20740  
 

                           Liturgy: Adapted from Liturgy	by	Rev.	Sarah	Are	|	A	Sanctified	Art	LLC	|	sanctifiedart.org.	 

 



  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIGN OF HOPE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Easter	Sunday		
again	&	again,	the	sun	rises	
The	Promise	 

by	Rev.	Lisle	Gwynn	Garrity	
Inspired	by	Mark	16:1-8	|	Acrylic	&	gold	leaf	on	canvas	 

Just	after	sunrise,	they	come	to	the	tomb.	They	come	to	do	
what	far	too	many	cannot	do	in	the	wake	of	COVID’s	rage—to	
touch	and	anoint	the	body	of	their	loved	one,	to	provide	a	
proper	burial,	to	honor	the	life	lost	with	a	memorial.	However,	
the	women	at	the	empty	tomb	are	left	with	what	many	who	
are	grieving	today	are	experiencing—dread	and	terror.	Mark’s	
gospel	originally	ends	this	way	(we	believe	verses	9-19	were	
added	later).	Not	with	Mary	running	to	tell	the	disciples,	not	
with	exuberance	and	joy,	but	with	fear	and	silence.	The	
women	are	numb.	 

How	could	it	be	this	way?	Who	stole	the	body?	Did	we	come	to	
the	wrong	tomb?	Jesus	is	going	where?	Galilee?	How?	 

The	young	robed	man’s	words	probably	feel	like	a	mirage	
induced	by	their	grief	or	lack	of	sleep—or	both.	 

In	this	painting,	I	imagine	what	the	women	see	in	the	moment	before	they	turn	to	flee	from	the	tomb.	
Instead	of	the	dry,	cracked	desert,	I	imagine	instead	that	they	see	the	story	of	creation	happening	again	
before	them.	As	the	horizon	breaks	open,	I	imagine	light	and	wind	sweeping	over	a	deep	sea,	giving	shape	
to	what	was	once	a	formless	void.	I	imagine	the	heavens	blooming	like	an	iris,	giving	birth	to	glimmers	of	
radiance.	I	imagine	darkness	that	still	lingers—for	in	these	shadows,	there	is	sacredness	too.	I	imagine	the	
winding	path	they	followed	to	get	to	the	tomb,	previously	lit	only	by	starlight,	now	illuminated	with	
promise.	 

They	may	be	overridden	with	fear	and	trembling,	but	their	story	does	not	end	here.	There	is	a	way	
forward.	In	this	liminal	space,	once	again,	God	proclaims	that	their	fear—this	new,	uncertain	way—is	still	
held	within	the	promise	of	resurrection.	For	this,	I	believe,	is	the	promise	of	this	life:	that	the	story	of	
creation	happens	again	and	again.	 

—Rev.	Lisle	Gwynn	Garrity		

	

	

	

	

	

      Artist Statement 
 



	

	

 
 

                   Announcements for April 4, 2021 
 
 EASTER/EASTERTIDE  SCHEDULE  
 

§ Today, Easter Sunday – prerecorded service on our website and Facebook.   
In-person worship service with communion on our church lawn at 10:30 a.m. 
Easter Egg Hunt – following our in-person worship service 

§ Sunday after Easter – Prerecorded worship service from Bishop Easterling 
§ April 18 – Aldersgate Choir cantata 
§ May 2 – Communion service on our lawn 
§ May 23 – Pentecost 

 
WEDNESDAY PRAYERS   Join Pastor Michelle and members of your church family in a time of sharing 
prayers on Wednesdays at noon, via a Zoom call.  You will receive log in information that morning. 
 
 
EASTER FLOWERS  Thank you to those of you gave flowers to beautify our Easter services: 
 
 

 Janis Sloane in memory of Jack Powell 

 Donna Hoyert 

 Shin-Hee Kim in memory of Jeong Ho Kim 

 Carla Clemons in memory of her parents, Emma and Carl Clemons 

 David and Frances Notley in honor of Eva Marie Stinson 

 Tim Snyder in honor of the Snyder and Goehl Families 

 June Slack in memory of Bob Slack 

 Ann Matteson in memory of Dick Matteson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Chao-His Chang cleaned up our church yard – picked up gumballs and sticks so that 
we would have a nice and safe  lawn for Easter. Thank you, Chao-Hsi! 
 
Beth Ann Zinkievich, the University of Maryland undergraduate student who is a 
music major, rehearses on our organ each week. She also played organ for a few of 
our services this winter and spring, including today.  Her junior recital is coming soon. 
She says, “Here's the link to the facebook event for my junior recital: 

https://fb.me/e/RXrhwJsY?ti=icl 
 
And here's a direct link to where it will be streaming: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1D8Re-Kv4A 
 
We will be streaming live on April 10 at 5pm, but it will also be posted  
on my youtube channel afterward so people can view at a later time!” 
 

 

 
 

  Thank you to the many people who gave their time in making    
  the Lent and Easter services special for our church community:  
 

o Pastor Michelle lead us through the Lenten journey with careful planning, 
inspiration, collaboration, and thought-provoking sermons. 

o Millicent Scarlett, our Music Ministry Director, planned the music, hosted 
Zoom choir rehearsals, sent weekly recordings to singers along with the 
sheet music,  and mixed the pieces together digitally 

o Choir members recorded themselves each week and sent them to Millie 
to be mixed with others’ recordings 

o Joel Zinkievich provided tech help for Zoom services and 
 The Hallelujah Chorus mix  

o Alice LaRusso produced the online services 
 


